Lakeview Resort 
Notes written by Lillian C. Challeen: 


Lakeview Resort is situated on West Rush Lake in Nesse! Township about two miles north of the Rus 
Store on the Magnus and Elizabeth Challeen farm beginning about 1920 by two of Magnus's sons nam: 
and Charles, Frank had just returned from World War |. They built their own flat bottom boats to rent c 
fishermen locally and from all over; Minneapolis, St. Paul and from other states once the resort became kr: 
as it was a good fishing lake having wall-eye pike, northem pike, perch, crappies, sunfish, bass and 
sturgeon was caught occasionally of very large size. The lake has four small islands, one having a home on it 
At one spot on the lake within this resort area there is a 40 foot depth. 


Magnus and his wife arriving from Sweden were given land by J. J. Hill when he had built the G. N. Railroad 
from Minneapolis to Duluth. (Editorial note: Mother has her information wrong. The land was sold by the Lake 
‘Superior and Mississippi R.R. which later became part of the Northern Pacific. The railroad tycoon was more 
likely Jay Cooke—G.€.C.). There were two tribes of indians living on the shore across the lake and one on the 
‘south end of Magnus’ land, this story being told to their children and grand-children. The Indians called the lake 
"Wequagoma" meaning "Lake of Many Bays". The name Lakeview Resort has been kept in spite of its five 
owners since the Challeen Brothers sold it. 


Fishing did not stop in the winter time there. Once the ice got thick enough, people would walk out or drive out 
to some special spot, chop a hole in the ice and fish through it. Some even had fish houses later on where they 
could keep warm and fish as much as they liked. 


Challeen Bros, built five cottages equipped with beds, stoves, lamps and cupboards to rent out, one being built 
of the lumber in the old Vasa Hall at Rush Point, being bought and torn down by the Challeen Bros. Also a 
refreshment stand was built on the lakeshore where they sold candy and soft drinks. It was patronized by local 
town folks as well as the cottage folks there, especially Sat. & Sun. when softball and horseshoe games were 
played, Some enjoyed swimming off a dock or elsewhere where there was a sandy beach. Atone time there was 
a bathhouse on the lakeshore where some could change clothing had they come to the resort for the day, 
picnicking, etc. Many school picnics were held here especially at the end of schoo! term approaching vacation 
time, 


A launch was bought from someone in Minneapolis - not brand new- but it seated twenty people and Frank 
Challeen would often take folks for a ride on the lake. It was an attraction in the early years. 


Many who drove to the lake through the farm yard can remember a gate wider than a car where the driver of 
the car had to pull a rope from his seat to open the big gate, then drive through and pull another rope to close 
the gale. It was unique in a way, saving the driver from having to get out of his car to open the gate. It was 
furnished by the Braham Lumber Co. run by Gilbert Larson at that time, supposedly for advertising. The gate 
was needed to keep the cows and horses in pasture land only. 


William Challeen of Pine City, a nephew of Magnus Challeen, owned adjoining land having some lakeshore 
to the resort and built 4 cottages on his land which Charles and Frank took care of also until that land was sold. 
The cottages rented by the week or season. And many of the folks renting got acquainted and enjoyed sitting 
around bon-fires on the lakeshore in the evenings and roasted wieners or marshmallows singing old time songs 
together. Sometimes they made a "boo-ya" with all sorts of vegetables and meats prepared by the women of 
the crowd - cooked in a big scalding kettle over an outside fire - cooking it all day and by evening it was so good 
tasting. Each person bought their own bowl and spoon and enjoyed another evening together. 


‘Along with the work of the resort, the Challeen Bros. did some diversified farming, They had six cows to milk, 


50 to 60 laying hens (so they had eggs to sell), a few ducks, two horses and pigs. The farm land was rented out 
on shares. 


Many of the cottage folks came back year after year until finally they wanted to buy the lot they were on to build 
their own cottage or the one they were renting - which is how eventually part of the farm was sold. There was 
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